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o provide for the conferring of an avard to be known as the
Dnited States Medal of Merit.

Be it emactad by the Senate and pouse of Hepresentatives of

the United States of America in Congress assembled,

iiECLARATION OF PU YUSE
SECTION 1. It is the purpose of ihe Uongress, by providing

public recognition for outstanding accomplishmenté in public
affairs, social betterment;, science, health ard medicine, education,
letters, arts, law, enginecring, aygicuiture, labor, industry, and
related fields, to foster those cu.turali yualities and innovations
essential to the development of a ign ¢ivilization and conducive
1o the maintenance of peace, whiul are ol paramount importance to

humanity at all timeso.

UNTTED STATES %iasn or MERIT
Sec. 2. There is hereby established the United States
Medal of Merit, with accompanying appurienances and devicas, for
award as hereinafter provideu ic persons who have distinguished
themselves by ovuistanding acuompLirhments in the fields listed
in section 1l-
UMTTED STATES MEDAL Ur MERLY BOARD
3ec. 3o (a) There is hereby st anlished a tinited States
tiedai of Merit Board {hereinafter referred to as the "Board") to be

composed of five members to be appuintad Dy the President from
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among pergons of recognissd compeiance i the figlds listed in
section 1. Each member suail nold uilice ior a term of five years,
except that (1) any member appoinied o iili a vacancy occurring
prior to the expiration oi the tarum fo which nis predecessor

was appointed shall be appoinied o the remainder of such term,

and {2) the terms of the members {irst taking office shall expire

- a8 follows: one shali expire wita ii:@ close of the first

calendar year which begins aite. tue enuctment of this Act; one
with the close of the sacond su:i culendar year, one with the
close of the third such calendsr year, one with the close of the
fourth such calendar year;, @i une =ith the close of the fifth
such calendar year. as cesiwia.ed Uy ihe Yresident at the time
of appointment. Yhe rresidesi suels froum time to time designate
a member of the Board 10 serve av +is &halrman.

{h) The memburs vl ihe koaru, wiiile attending meetings
of the Board, shal. receive Cumpaiisat.oa at the rate of 50 per
diem, and shall bepmiun travei wxpe:ses, including per diem in
iieu of subsistencz, as au.horizec by law {5 U.2.C. 73b-2) for
persons in the Governmeni service wigioyed intermittently.

CHTLES OF ThE BOARD

Sec. L. {2) The Board sislii, during Uecember of each
year, recommeixi to the ‘resident a iist of citizens of the
United States who shall i ihe judgwent of the Board have made the
most notable contributions, 1o: iigcessarily in the year concerned,

in public affairs, social buitecrment, science, health and medicine,
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aducation, letters, arts, law, enginearing, agriculture; labor,
sindustry, and related fielos; to receivas tne United States Wedal of
serit. In considering potential cardidates for awards, the Board

shall weigh carefully the relative merits ol contributions in the
miblic interest and weliare of great pctential sffect but not yet. widely
acclaimed, as compared witn contrimtions aiready well known ang
appreciated-

{b) The Board is also author.zed to neke recommendations to
+hae President for the contazrring oi ihe United States Medal of
yarit posthumously upon citiwens ol ihe United States in belated
»acognition of outstanding accouplishments during thelr lives.
persons so honored posthumously shal: nciude only those deceassad

during the previous iwenty-five years.

{e) The Beard is also autnorizad to meke vecommendaiions
o the Fresident, snd to sccept such recormendations from oo,
for the conferring of the United Litates sedal of Merit upon noncitizens
#ho in the estimation of the Bearu have gonspicucusly forwarded
the publis welfare in the broacer reaim oi international rslations.

{d) No zward of the Ynited States Wedal of Merit shall be
made except in accordance witin the recommandations of the Board.
411 transactions ¢f the Board witn respec. to the selection of
candidates for awards shail be conizdentiak. |

{e) The Board shall select the design of the United Siates
¥edsl of Merit and of accompanying appurtenances and devices, and
the design of a parchment testimonial to accoupany the Hgdalg
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and may contvact for the designing am making ol ihe Medal and the
testimonial ir such manner a8 1T doems wdivs Babléo
SUGRNIGAT ION U oM BOARD

Sec. 5. (a) The chief adminigirative oificer of the Board
shall be a Secretary who sials T appainted by che Chalrmen with
*he approvai of the Boarde vhe ez ebary shail perform such dutises
a5 pay be directed by the Board. une poala .is authorized to
appoint sueh technicad, chericatl, dne olher assistante amd o
make such expenditures, within - e LiEL te of appropriations available
therefor, as may be necessary Lo aoncueiong 1te business.

{) Thare &re authorizsd v O spp-oprig-ed such sums as
nay be necessary to carry wut tuiE st

ey T OF FONGLS

Sac. 6. Un January 1 of eucl year, <r 48 4000 thereafter
as way be convenient, the Presiaert shail, in a sultsble ceremony,
confer personally upon these perscrs recunmanded to him by the
Roard the Vnited States Medal of Yier:t ani snall at the same
time present Lo each persco honogrrti 2 e grossed parchment
testimonial. recording the conierrid of tha award and tas
accomp lishments or contribuliohs JoK ®AG1 tne award is made.
1n the case ol & postimumris aWesd, 16 meial and tastimonial
ghall pe presented to representitive vi Lie deceased parson

being honored, To be desiznates 0¥ the Board.
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